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You don’t have to have a buyers’ broker, but many people choose one particular broker to assist
them in their search for the right boat. You can find this person by asking around, calling a
brokerage in the area where you are searching, or viewing a boat with a listing broker and
deciding to use that listing broker as a buyers’ broker. Brokers work in both roles, just as real-
estate agents do. 

Expect and ask questions. They will probably ask you about your boating plans, who will be
boating with you, your level of experience, cruising grounds, and anything else. The more
information you give them, the easier and more efficient your search will be.

The buyers’ broker will schedule showings for you, find out information about listings that is
only available to a broker or that only a broker would know to ask (like the history of the boat,
whether it has had any damage, etc.), help you negotiate once you have found the boat you
want, hold your deposit in a secure escrow account, and be your guide through the process.

If you’re working with a buyers’ broker, it’s important for that broker to make contact with a
boat’s listing broker before you do. This will clarify roles among brokers and help your buyers’
broker better advocate for you. 

Your buyers’ broker may ask you to sign an agreement (in addendum) or to provide a financial
pre-approval letter or proof of funds at the beginning of the process. This gives your broker
more information and more power to negotiate on your behalf. They may attend all viewings
with you or they may ask listing brokers to perform “courtesy showings” on out-of-town boats.
They should aways attend your survey and trial run, unless otherwise discussed.  They will
handle the closing for you and be your liaison with the closing company.

Things to Consider:
What general type of boat do I want?
Where will I cruise and where will I berth the boat? 
Who is boating with me?
What amount of time will I be spending aboard?
Am I boating with pets?
What is my skill level?
What is my budget?
What features are an absolute must?
What features would I like but can live without?

Revised 2024
Intellectual property of Sunshine Cruising Yacts, LLC

The Buyers’ Broker
2



Once you find the right boat, you should expect to close within a month (closing date will be
negotiated into your offer). Your broker will provide you with a Purchase and Sale Agreement
(PSA) to sign either manually or electronically, and will present your offer to the listing broker.
If your initial offer is not accepted, your broker will help you negotiate. Your broker may advise
you on what a reasonable offer should be, but any offer you make is required to be presented to
the seller via the sellers’ broker. 

A 10% deposit will be required once a price and terms are agreed upon (wiring instructions in
addendum). This deposit must be sent via wire transfer, and once the deposit has been received
by your broker and all parties have signed the PSA, the agreement is binding. Your deposit is
fully refundable up until you sign the Acceptance of Vessel form later in the process.

The next step will be to plan and schedule the survey, short haul, and trial run. This is a joint
effort between bother brokers, the surveyor, the seller, and yourself. It’s important to
remember that, while the broker may provide you names of surveyors, you are responsible for
choosing your surveyor. One way to do this is to visit the S.A.M.S. (Society of Accredited Marine
Surveyors, marinesurvey.org) website and search the area.  

It is not advisable but you may choose waive the survey and trial run.

While your broker may provide names and information for surveyors, the surveyor is working
for you and is not affiliated with either brokerage or the seller. We suggest you speak to them
over the phone and ask questions and make sure that you are comfortable with them before
you hire them. The marina where you decide to do the short-haul is chosen by you and will be
paid by you, but the owner of the boat has final say in location (they need to know the boat can
be brought safely to the facility and that the facility can handle the size and weight of the boat).
There are a lot of steps leading up to survey day. Your broker will help you plan and coordinate,
which can be tedious because all parties’ schedules need to be accommodated. Don’t book
flights until all the details have been ironed out! 

While some buyers opt out of survey day due to scheduling, we strongly recommend that you
attend. A typical survey will be an all-day affair, although, other than start time and short-haul
time there will be no exact schedule. 
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This day is all about you. You are the one buying the boat, you are the one hiring the surveyor, and
you have the most at stake. Depending on whether it is appropriate, you will probably follow the
surveyor around the boat as the survey is conducted. 

The short-haul will take about an hour, and usually the trial run is conducted on the way to or from
the haul-out facility. The trial run generally includes an inspection of the sails, engine tests
(temperature, transmission, etc.), and various other things. You may choose to hire a rigging
surveyor and/or an engine surveyor in addition to a general surveyor.

On survey day, don’t forget to wear comfortable boat-friendly shoes, sunscreen, and bring lots of
fluids! Ask your broker about lunch. Some brokers provide lunch and some expect you to bring
your own.

At the end of survey day, your surveyor will usually have a short conference with you and your
buyers’ broker to go over findings, but the full survey report can take up to a week, and can be up
to 50 pages long (or more!). 

Once the surveyor sends you the survey, you should read through it and call the surveyor with any
questions. You are not required to share the survey with the seller or the brokers, but you may
choose to. The main benefit of sharing with your buyers’ broker is that the survey may offer some
guidance if there are re-negotiations.
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Once you have received and read your survey report, spoken with your broker, and made you final
decision, you will be able to accept, reject or renegotiate the Purchase and Sale Agreement. If you
decide to walk away, you broker will have you sign a rejection form and will collect ACH info from
you. Your deposit will be sent back via ACH. 

If there were unexpected issues that came up during the survey, you may be able to renegotiate
the deal. Your broker will assist in this process. Even if the surveyor valued the vessel at less than
your offer price, the seller is not obligated to make concessions. 

If you’re happy, you will sign an acceptance form, and the process begins! Once you sign the form,
your deposit is no longer refundable. 

 At this point you will be contacted by the closing service, a third party that streamlines the closing
process. They will order an abstract, prepare bill of sale and discuss with you the difference
between a Coast Guard documentation or a state title. Their services are a la carte, so you may
choose what you have them do beyond the basic closing process. They will inform you of your fees
at this time.

 We will send you a buyer closing statement, which gives you the balance needed to be wired prior
to closing. Those funds are held until closing day (usually one week after acceptance). On closing
day, the closing service will send you a “Running Packet” vis email, which contains the legal
documents that you are required to keep onboard, as well as the bill of sale and any other
documentation. Coordination of how you acquire the keys or combo will be handled by your
broker and you’ll be able to set sail! Closing is all handled remotely, so you will not need to be in a
specific location. You will simply need access to internet, a printer, a notary, a scanner, and a way
to send mail. 

NOTE: ALL CLOSINGS ARE CONDUCTED REMOTELY VIA E-SIGN AND WIRE TRANSFER YOU DO
NOT NEED TO COME TO OUR OFFICE OR ANY PARTICULAR LOCATION TO CLOSE. 
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Besides the purchase price, there are other associated costs. The cost of the survey will be
discussed between yourself and the surveyor, and tends to be market-driven. When an engine
survey occurs, it will usually be done at the same time. If you choose to haul the boat to inspect the
bottom, you ae responsible for the boat yard fees. 

If you are a Florida resident or if you plan to leave the boat in Florida, you will be responsible for
paying a 6% sales tax (on the first $300,000 of purchase price) plus possible local option taxes on
the first $5,000, $75 maximum. If you are a nonresident and will be moving the vessel out of state
and paying taxes elsewhere, the vessel must leave Florida within 10 days of purchase or
immediately be placed in the care, custody, and control of a registered repair facility for repairs,
additions, or alterations. The boat must leave Florida within 20 days after completion of the
repairs. There are options as well for filing sales tax affidavits, as disused in the taxes portion of
this document. Sunshine Cruising Yachts charges a $400 administration fee to cover the costs
associated with coordinating and processing the closing.



ASAP MARINE DOCUMENTATION
2024 PRICE LIST

DOCUMENTATION:
DOCUMENTATION OF VESSEL - 5 YR*

FLORIDA TITLE, REG & DECAL (TITLED BOATS)*

FLORIDA REGISTRATION & DECAL (BOAT IS DOCUMENTED) 1 year
$350.00
$400.00
$450.00
$500.00
$600.00
$150.00
$50.00
1 year

$250.00
$300.00
$550.00
$650.00
$750.00
$800.00
$850.00
$150.00
$25.00
$50.00

2 year
$450.00
$600.00
$700.00
$750.00
$950.00

2 year
$350.00
$400.00
$650.00
$850.00

$1,000.00
$1,050.00
$1,200.00

UP TO 26' 26'1"
TO 39' 39'1" TO
64' 64'1" TO 109'
109'1" AND OVER
TRAILER

TAX SUBMISSION SURCHARGE

PLUS MORTGAGE PREP & RECORDING
ADD COASTWISE OR FISHERY ENDORSEMENTS
ADD PRIORITY REQUEST( IF INTERNATIONAL)

USCG DELETION*
MORTGAGE REFINANCES
LIEN SEARCHES ONLY
LIEN SEARCH, BILLS OF SALE & DOCS ONLY
CHANGE NAME/HAIL PORT - 5 YR
TRANSPORT CANADA REGISTRATION*

Tenders - LESS THAN 16' - with Purchase of Vessel
Tenders - LESS THAN 16' - STAND ALONE 16' TO
26' 26'1" TO 39' 39'1" TO 64' 64'1" TO 109' 109'1"
AND OVER TRAILER

IF LIEN ON TITLE… ADD
TAX SUBMISSION SURCHARGE

$895.00
$50.00
$50.00
$100.00
$450.00
$300.00
$150.00
$400.00
$450.00
$895.00

*includes lien search (if available) & transfer documents
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Planning to buy a boat in Florida, or have plans to bring one into Florida? The Florida Department of 
Revenue reminds you that tax compliance is an important aspect of boat ownership. 
What is Taxable? 
Sales and Use Tax 
All boats sold, delivered, used, or stored in Florida are subject to Florida’s sales and use tax, plus any
applicable discretionary sales surtax, unless exempt. Florida boat dealers and brokers are required to
collect tax from the purchaser at the time of sale or delivery. 

When a boat is sold by someone other than a registered boat dealer, or a boat is brought into Florida 
for use in Florida, Florida use tax is due. The “use” part of Florida’s sales and use tax provides uniform 
taxation of items. Florida’s 6% use tax, plus any applicable discretionary sales surtax, is due on a boat 
used or stored in Florida when: 

• The boat is purchased from a person who is not a registered boat dealer and the sale or delivery 
of the boat occurs in Florida; 
The boat is purchased in another state, a territory of the United States, or the District of 
Columbia and is brought into Florida within six (6) months of the purchase date; or 
The boat is purchased in a foreign country and is brought into Florida at any time. 

• 

• 

When the purchaser does not pay Florida sales and use tax to the seller for a boat purchase, any sales 
and use tax, plus any applicable discretionary sales surtax, is paid to the county tax collector, licensed 
private tag agency, or the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles when registering the boat 
in Florida. 
Discretionary Sales Surtax 
Most counties impose a local option discretionary sales surtax. The surtax is due when the boat is 
delivered by the dealer or broker to a county that imposes a surtax. The surtax is also due when the 
boat is purchased from an individual and the boat is used in a county imposing a surtax. 
Discretionary sales surtax applies to the first $5,000 of the purchase price. Current discretionary sales 
surtax rates for all counties are listed on Form DR-15DSS, Discretionary Sales Surtax Information, 
posted at floridarevenue.com/forms in the Discretionary Sales Surtax section. 

Maximum Tax 
The maximum tax on the sale of a boat or vessel is $18,000. This includes both sales and use tax and 
discretionary sales surtax. For more information and detailed instructions on this maximum tax, see Tax 
Information Publication (TIP) 10A01-07 issued on June 22, 2010, at floridarevenue.com/taxes/tips. 
The maximum tax on the repair of a boat or vessel is $60,000. This cap is to be applied to each boat 
repair occurring in Florida. Subsequent and separate repairs are each subject to their own $60,000 cap. 
For more information and detailed instructions on this maximum tax, see TIP 15A01-07 issued on 
June 26, 2015. TIPs are posted at floridarevenue.com/taxes/tips. 
Trade-In Allowance 
Registered boat dealers and brokers may deduct a trade-in allowance from the purchase price of the 
boat when, in a single transaction, tangible personal property (not real property) is traded as part of the 
purchase of a boat. If the sale is between individuals, the purchaser must, in a single transaction, trade 
a boat, motor vehicle, mobile home, or aircraft for the boat being purchased. 

Credit for Tax Paid 
A credit against any Florida sales and use tax or surtax due on a boat is allowed to any purchaser 
who provides documentation that a like tax has been lawfully imposed and paid to another state, a 
territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia. 

Sales and Use Tax on Boats 
Information for Owners and Purchasers 

GT-800005
R. 09/20 
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Documentation must be mailed to: 
General Tax Administration
Boats – MS 1-2800
Florida Department of Revenue 
PO Box 6417 
Tallahassee FL 32314-6417 

Example: If you purchase a boat in a state that has a sales tax rate of 4%, you must pay an additional
2% when you bring the boat into Florida, plus any applicable discretionary sales surtax. The maximum
tax of $18,000 will apply. 
When is Tax Due? 
Unless exempt, a boat must be licensed, titled, or registered in Florida with any county tax collector,
licensed private tag agency, or the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles: 

• 
• 

Within 30 days of the purchase date or the date the boat entered Florida; or 
Within 90 days after the boat enters Florida, when the boat is documented, licensed, titled, or 
registered in another state. 

Florida use tax, plus any applicable discretionary sales surtax, due on a boat purchased in Florida or 
brought into Florida within six (6) months of the date of purchase, is paid at the time of licensing, titling, 
or registering the boat in Florida. 
Specific Exemptions 
Boats Sold to Nonresidents 
A boat sold by or through a registered dealer or broker to a purchaser who is a nonresident of Florida at
the time of taking delivery of the boat in Florida is exempt. This exemption applies to the sale of a boat,
including any accessories, but does not apply to the sale of a boat trailer. 

The nonresident purchaser must meet the following requirements: 
 The nonresident purchaser must sign an affidavit stating that he or she has read the law and rules 

regarding the specific exemption claimed and agrees to remove the boat from Florida. A 
suggested format for the required affidavit is provided in Rule 12A-1.007(9), Florida Administrative 
Code. 
• A boat of less than 5 net tons of admeasurement must leave Florida within 10 days of

purchase or immediately be placed in the care, custody, and control of a registered repair
facility for repairs, additions, or alterations. The boat must leave Florida within 20 days after 
completion of the repairs. 
If the boat is 5 net tons of admeasurement or larger, the purchaser may obtain a set of Florida 
Department of Revenue boat decals, which authorize the boat to remain in Florida waters up 
to 90 days after the purchase. This period may be extended to 180 days with the purchase of 
a 90-day extension decal. The decals must be obtained from the selling dealer or broker. 

• 

 Within 30 days of the date of sale, the dealer or broker must provide the Department with a copy of 
the invoice, bill of sale, and/or closing statement, and the original signed affidavit provided by the 
nonresident purchaser. 

 Within 30 days of removing the boat from Florida, the nonresident purchaser must furnish the 
Department with proof that the boat left Florida. Receipts for fuel, dockage, or repairs purchased 
outside Florida must identify the boat. 

 Within 90 days of removal, the nonresident purchaser must provide the Department with written 
documentation evidencing that the boat was documented, licensed, titled, or registered outside 
Florida or documentation that the nonresident purchaser has applied for documentation, licensing, 
titling, or registration of the boat. 

This exemption does not apply to a Florida resident, an entity in which the controlling person is a Florida 
resident, or a corporation in which any officers or directors are Florida residents. 
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Foreign-Flagged Vessels 
Foreign-flagged vessels or boats holding a valid “License to Cruise in the Waters of the United 
States” issued by the United States Customs Service pursuant to 19 Code of Federal Regulations 
4.94 are not subject to Florida use tax. 

Boats Imported for Sale 
A boat that is brought into Florida for the sole purpose of sale at retail by a registered boat dealer or 
broker is exempt from Florida use tax. The boat must be under the care, custody, and control of the 
dealer or broker, and personal use of the boat is not permitted while it is in Florida. 
Boats Temporarily Docked in Florida 
When Florida sales or use tax has not been paid on a boat brought into Florida, the boat is not 
subject to Florida use tax when the boat remains in a Florida registered facility that rents dockage or 
slippage for a period not to exceed a total of 20 days in any calendar year. The 20-day period begins 
on the day the boat is docked at the facility.

If the boat enters Florida for repairs or modifications at a registered repair facility, the boat may 
remain in Florida tax-exempt until the repairs or modifications are completed. The 20-day period 
stops while the boat is being repaired or modified. Once the repairs are complete, the owner has the 
balance of the 20-day period to remove the boat from Florida. 
Storage of a boat at a registered repair facility does not qualify for tolling of the 20-day time period. 

Penalty and Interest 
Anyone who purchases a boat and obtains a tax exemption as a nonresident purchaser is subject to
Florida use tax, discretionary sales surtax, interest, and penalties (including a mandatory penalty equal
to the tax) when: 

• 
• 

A boat that bears a decal set remains in Florida after the expiration of the decal; 
A boat that does not bear a decal set and is not in a Florida registered repair facility remains in 
Florida more than 10 days from the date of purchase; 
A boat that does not bear a decal set and that was in a Florida registered repair facility remains 
in Florida more than 20 days from the date the repairs or alterations were completed; 
A boat returns to Florida within six (6) months from the date of departure, is not placed in 
a Florida registered repair facility, and stays in Florida more than 20 days; or 
The nonresident purchaser does not furnish the Department with the required documentation. 

• 

• 

• 

A purchaser who attempts to evade tax by submitting a fraudulent affidavit is subject to the tax due, 
interest, and a mandatory 200% penalty (according to section 213.29, Florida Statutes). The purchaser 
is also subject to a fine of up to $5,000 and up to five (5) years in prison. 
Reference Material 
Tax Laws – The Department’s online Revenue Law Library contains statutes, rules, legislative
changes, opinions, court cases, and publications. The Revenue Law Library can be found under the
Quick Links on the Department’s homepage at floridarevenue.com. 

Brochures – Download these brochures at floridarevenue.com/forms: 
• 
• 
• 

Florida Sales and Use Tax (GT-800013) 
Discretionary Sales Surtax (GT-800019) 
Sales and Use Tax on Boats – Information for Dealers and Brokers (GT-800006) 

Information, forms, and tutorials are available at floridarevenue.com. 

To speak with a Department representative, call Taxpayer Services at 850-488-6800, Monday
through Friday, excluding holidays. 

To find a taxpayer service center near you, go to floridarevenue.com/taxes/servicecenters. 

Subscribe to Receive Email Alerts from the Department. 
Subscribe to receive an email for due date reminders, Tax Information Publications (TIPs), or proposed 
rules. Subscribe today at floridarevenue.com/dor/subscribe. 






